[Evaluation of predictability and refractive changes in pediatric pseudophakia].
Evaluate the predictability of the postoperative refraction and refractive changes in pediatric pseudophakia. Prospective, longitudinal follow-up on patients under the age of 15 years operated on for a cataract with intraocular lens, with 5 continuous years of follow-up. The patients were divided into 4 groups according to age at the time of the surgery: group from 0 to 2 years old, from 3 to 5 years old, from 6 to 8 years old, and 9 years and over. Error prediction and refractive change were studied. Statistical analysis was performed using the Student t and ANOVA test. A total of 60 eyes were included (44 patients). No significant differences were found between the unilateral and bilateral group. The prediction error in the 0 to 2 years group was 1.5±1.8 D, significantly higher than in the other groups (ANOVA P=.01). Refractive change in 5 years of the group of 0 to 2 years was -4.7±3.4 D (ANOVA P=.0002), while in the other groups it was significantly lower, with no differences between them. The 0 to 2 years group was less hyperopic than expected, 100% within the accepted of 2 standard deviations, but with a high variability. The refractive change observed in this group coincides with previous reports that the largest growth and increase in axial length occurs during the first 2 years. The calculation and use of an IOL in children has a better immediate refractive prediction, and at long term in those older than 2 years of age.